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the major contemporary work on urban design splendidly presented filled with
thoughtful and brilliant intuitive insights the new republic in a remarkable synthesis of
words and pictures edmund n bacon relates historical examples to modern principles of
urban planning he vividly demonstrates how the work of great architects and planners
of the past can influence subsequent development and be continued by later
generations by illuminating the historical background of urban design bacon also shows
us the fundamental forces and considerations that determine the form of a great city
perhaps the most significant of these are simultaneous movement systems the paths of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic public and private transportation that serve as the
dominant organizing force and bacon looks at movement systems in cities such as
london rome and new york he also stresses the importance of designing open space as
well as architectural mass and discusses the impact of space color and perspective on
the city dweller that the centers of cities should and can be pleasant places in which to

live work and relax is illustrated by such examples as rotterdam and stockholm

john guinther s direction of cities expounds the nature of cities how they grow whom
they are intended to serve which forces harm them and which help them develop their
true potential written in collaboration with renowned architect and urban planner
edmund n bacon direction of cities complements bacon s own classic design of cities
tracing the growth of america s cities from their earliest days to the present guinther
relates historical examples to modern principles of urban planning illustrating bacon s
holistic philosophy which demands an overarching direction to counter the city s natural
drift toward chaos only by this holistic approach can we begin to reverse such
problems as the collapse of infrastructure and create a coherent urban vision that
meets its citizens material and spiritual needs broad in context lively in its
characterization of individual city patterns and above all optimistically practical direction
of cities is indispensable reading for everyone interested in understanding the underlying
textures of cities and the forces within them that can be developed for their long term

advancement

the major contemporary work on urban design splendidly presented filled with
thoughtful and brilliant intuitive insights the new republic in a brilliant synthesis of words
and pictures edmund n bacon relates historical examples to modern principles of urban
planning he vividly demonstrates how the work of great architects and planners of the
past can influence subsequent development and be continued by later generations by
illuminating the historical background of urban design bacon also shows us the
fundamental forces and considerations that determine the form of a great city perhaps
the most significant of these are simultaneous movement systems the paths of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic public and private transportation that serve as the
dominant organizing force and bacon looks at movement systems in cities such as
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well as architectural mass and discusses the impact of space color and perspective on
the city dweller that the centers of cities should and can be pleasant places in which to

live work and relax is illustrated by such examples as rotterdam and stockholm

the second edition of the urban design reader draws together the very best of classic
and contemporary writings to illuminate and expand the theory and practice of urban
design nearly 50 generous selections include seminal contributions from howard le
corbusier lynch and jacobs to more recent writings by waldheim koolhaas and sorkin
following the widespread success of the first edition of the urban design reader this
updated edition continues to provide the most important historical material of the urban
design field but also introduces new topics and selections that address the myriad
challenges facing designers today the six part structure of the second edition guides the
reader through the history theory and practice of urban design the reader is initially
introduced to those classic writings that provide the historical precedents for city
making into the twentieth century part two introduces the voices and ideas that were
instrumental in establishing the foundations of the urban design field from the late
1950s up to the mid 1990s these authors present a critical reading of the design
professions and offer an alternative urban design agenda focused on vital and lively
places the authors in part three provide a range of urban design rationales and
strategies for reinforcing local physical identity and the creation of memorable places
these selections are largely describing the outcomes of mid century urban design and
voicing concerns over the placeless quality of contemporary urbanism the fourth part of
the reader explores key issues in urban design and development ideas about sprawl
density community health public space and everyday life are the primary focus here
several new selections in this part of the book also highlight important international
development trends in the middle east and china part five presents environmental
challenges faced by the built environment professions today including recent material on
landscape urbanism sustainability and urban resiliency the final part examines
professional practice and current debates in the field where urban designers work what
they do their roles their fields of knowledge and their educational development the
section concludes with several position pieces and debates on the future of urban
design practice this book provides an essential resource for students and practitioners
of urban design drawing together important but widely dispersed writings part and
section introductions are provided to assist readers in understanding the context of the
material summary messages impacts of the writing and how they fit into the larger

picture of the urban design field

for history catalogs drawing on the pronouncements of public commentators this book
portrays the 20th century history of u s cities focusing specifically on how
commentators crafted a discourse of urban decline and prosperity peculiar to the post

world war ii era the efforts of these commentators spoke to the foundational
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ambivalence americans have toward their cities and in turn shaped the choices

americans made as they created and negotiated the country s changing urban

landscape for geog urban catalogs freely crossing disciplinary boundaries this book uses

the words of those who witnessed the cities distress to portray the postwar discourse

on urban decline in the united states up dated and substantially re written in stronger

historical terms this new edition explores how public debates about the fate of cities

drew from and contributed to the choices made by households investors and

governments as they created and negotiated america s changing urban landscape
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